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ABSTRACT

Anti-corruption education is an important effort to build student character amid rising
moral challenges in schools. In Islamic education, spiritual values such as honesty
(shiddiq), trust (amanah), and justice (adl) play a strategic role in shaping anti-corrupt

behavior, yet implementation in schools often remains theoretical and insufficiently
integrated with spiritual character formation. This study analyzes the implementation
of anti-corruption education in building students' self-integrity through Islamic
spiritual values in the Akidah Akhlak (Moral Beliefs) subject at MAN 2 Sungai Penuh,
and its implications for student character. Using a qualitative field-research approach,
data were collected through observation and semi-structured in-depth interviews with
the madrasah head, an Akidah Akhlak teacher, and students, then analyzed through
data reduction, presentation, and conclusion drawing, with validity tested through
triangulation. Findings show that anti-corruption education is implemented by
integrating Islamic spiritual values into learning, teacher exemplification, school
religious culture, and habituation of honesty and trust, resulting in greater student
honesty, responsibility, and spiritual awareness. The novelty of this research lies in
linking anti-corruption education contextually with Islamic spiritual values within
Akidah Akhlak learning, so it is internalized in behavior rather than merely
understood cognitively, contributing theoretically and practically to future learning
models for building students' integrity sustainably.
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Introduction

The religious-based school environment has great potential to internalize
anti-corruption values because Islamic teachings explicitly reject corrupt
behavior and support the formation of integrity character (Yuliani & Muslim,
2024). Madrasah education applies the principles of honesty, such as the
enforcement of consequences and the prohibition of cheating, to build an honest
student base (Harapan, 2017). In addition, the principles of honesty and fairness
are learned through group assignments and deliberations in which all students
participate in decision-making (Rochim & Muttagien, 2025). Classroom
activities show how teachers consistently emphasize the importance of honesty
and fairness so that students not only understand these principles but also
apply them in real life (Nur Syafaat et al., 2024). Students gain hands-on
experience with these values through their internalization in daily life in the
madrasah. Students are educated about religious principles through activities
such as group discussions and deliberations (Zukifli Zel, 2025). The teacher's
personal view further strengthens the idea that these principles should be
applied in every aspect of everyone's life. This holistic approach helps ensure
that anti-corruption education is not only theoretical, but actually shapes the
attitudes and behaviors of students with integrity (Di et al., 2025)

The Islamic Religious Education (PAI) curriculum provides a strategic space
to integrate anti-corruption education through value approaches, exemplary
stories (uswah), and worship habits (Mujahid & Madum, 2025). Through the
value approach, students are invited to understand the importance of honesty,
trust, responsibility, and justice as the main foundation in social life (Siregar et
al., 2025). These values can be directly linked to the dangers and impacts of
corruption on individuals and nations (Puanandini et al.,, 2024). In addition,
exemplary stories from prophets, companions, and Muslim figures can be used
as moral inspiration in building anti-corruption character. (Hidayat, 2025).
Teachers can exemplify the integrity of the Prophet Muhammad as a figure who
is known to be honest and trustworthy since he was young. Worship habits
such as prayer, fasting, and alms also play a role in forming spiritual awareness
and self-control (Lubis et al.,, 2024). Through this habituation, students are
trained to have a consistent moral commitment between beliefs and actions.
Thus, the PAI curriculum has great potential to be an effective means of

instilling an anti-corruption culture from an early age (Judrah et al., 2024)
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Teachers in religious-based schools are morally positioned as role models for
students in daily life. This position places teachers not only as material teachers,
but also as role models in attitudes and behaviors (Anggraeni et al., 2021). The
example of teachers in being honest, disciplined, and responsible is a concrete
example that is easy for students to imitate (Anggraeni et al., 2021). In the
context of anti-corruption education, simple behaviors such as not
manipulating values, not abusing authority, and being fair are very meaningful
forms of learning (Rois & Ginoga, 2026). Students tend to absorb grades more
easily through real practice rather than just theoretical explanations in class
(Lestari et al., 2025). Therefore, the habituation of anti-corruption attitudes can
be built through a school culture that is transparent and has integrity
(Nuruddin, 2024). A consistent school environment between teachers' words
and actions will strengthen the internalization of moral values in students
(Nurfadilah, 2025). Thus, the role of teachers as role models has a great
opportunity in instilling and cultivating anti-corruption values in a sustainable
manner (Rizki & Bambang Sumardjoko, 2023).

School religious culture such as congregational prayer, prayer habits, and
moral studies can be effective means in building sustainable character
evaluation (Putri et al., 2025). These activities instill the value of discipline and
responsibility to students from an early age (Anggraeni et al., 2021).
Congregational prayer trains order, togetherness, and a sense of social
responsibility in carrying out obligations (Mutakhir et al., 2025). The habit of
prayer forms spiritual awareness, perseverance, and a humble attitude that
encourages students to always introspect themselves (Ahsanulkhaq, 2019). The
study of morality provides a moral understanding that is relevant to daily life,
including the importance of honesty, trust, and justice (Rahman et al., 2025).
Through these routine activities, teachers can observe the development of
students' attitudes directly and provide appropriate guidance (Munaamah et
al., 2021). Character evaluation not only focuses on cognitive aspects, but also
on the real behavior of students, so that the results are more comprehensive. In
addition, the school's religious culture creates a positive and conducive learning
environment, where moral and spiritual values can be habituated consistently
(Ujiyanti & Hanif, 2025). This activity also fosters collective awareness among
students to remind each other and uphold the value of kindness. With

continuous strengthening, religious culture can be the foundation for the
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formation of characters that are contextual, have integrity, and are able to be
applied in real social life.

Islamic spiritual values such as trust, honesty, and fairness have been taught
intensively in the learning process (Anas & M, 2024). The material is delivered
through lessons, lectures, and religious activities at school (Aziz, 2025).
However, the internalization of values has not been fully reflected in students'
daily behavior (Madyarini & Wijayanti, 2025). Academic cheating practices
such as cheating or dishonestly cooperating during exams are still found
(Khoiri et al., 2025). In addition, a lack of discipline in obeying school rules also
often occurs (Ratnasari & Arsana, 2013). This condition shows that there is a
gap between cognitive understanding and the practice of values (Adil Sariman
& Mujibur Rohman, 2026). Learning often stops at the theoretical aspect
without strengthening consistent reflection and habituation (Agmarina &
Susilo, 2025). A more integrative strategy is needed so that the values of trust,
honesty, and justice are truly realized in students' attitudes and
actions.(Ramadania et al., 2025).

However, not all teachers have adequate understanding and pedagogical
skills to relate Islamic spiritual values to concrete issues such as corruption in
social life. Some teachers still view religious education as limited to the
delivery of normative material that focuses on memorizing concepts and
postulates (R, 2022). As a result, learning often does not touch the social realities
that students face on a daily basis (Alwathani, 2025). In fact, corruption is a
moral and social issue that is very relevant to be studied from the perspective of
Islamic teachings (Al-Kavafi et al., 2025). Limited contextual insight makes it
difficult for teachers to explain the relationship between the values of honesty,
trust, and responsibility and anti-corruption practices.(Saipullah & Yusuf, 2025).
In addition, the lack of professional training also affects teachers' ability to
design applicable and reflective learning strategies. (Rohimat et al., 2025). This
condition causes spiritual messages to not be fully internalized in students'
attitudes and behaviors. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen pedagogical
competence and contextual understanding so that teachers are able to integrate
Islamic spiritual values with social issues more effectively. Collaboration
between teachers, parents, and the community is also important to strengthen
the implementation of spiritual values in students' daily lives (Zain et al., 2024).

With a holistic approach, religious learning can be an effective means to form
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the character of students who are honest, responsible, and concerned about
social justice.(Mukhlis, 2024).

Anti-corruption education based on Islamic spiritual values has not been
systematically integrated into the formal curriculum in schools (Kesuma et al.,
2025). Materials related to honesty, trust, and responsibility have indeed been
taught, but have not been specifically designed as part of anti-corruption
education (Anti et al., 2026). Discussions are often still general and normative
without linking them to concrete social realities (Anggraini et al., 2025). As a
result, students understand the concept of corruption as limited to religious
definitions and prohibitions (Mualif, 2022). The learning approach also tends to
be theoretical and does not touch the practical dimension of daily life. The
evaluation carried out focuses more on the cognitive aspect than the formation
of attitudes and behaviors. This condition shows the need for a more structured
and contextual curriculum formulation (Marzukah, 2025). Systematic
integration will help instill anti-corruption values in a deeper and more
sustainable manner (Lazwardi et al., 2025).

The gap shows that without clear guidance, anti-corruption education based
on Islamic spiritual values is difficult to implement consistently (Syaripudin et
al., 2024). Teachers need support in the form of adequate training and learning
resources to be able to integrate the values of trust, honesty, and fairness into
daily learning (Rahmawati et al., 2025). Concrete evaluation indicators are also
needed to systematically assess student behavior (Zahroh & Hilmiyati, 2024).
Currently, evaluation is still normative and limited to cognitive aspects, so the
practice of values has not been maximized (Candira et al., 2025). Structured
learning strategies will help bridge theory and practice in anti-corruption
education (Saipullah & Yusuf, 2025). Consistent application allows students to
internalize moral values in real terms. Thus, anti-corruption education can form
a character with integrity from an early age (Promotion & Local, 2026). This is
important to prepare a generation that is able to reject corrupt practices and
practice Islamic spiritual values in daily life.

The research is interested in researching anti-corruption education based on
Islamic spiritual values because of the awareness of the importance of forming
the character of students who are honest, trustworthy, fair, and with integrity
from an early age. Although religious-based schools have emphasized moral
values through the PAI curriculum and school culture, real-world practices on

the ground still show gaps between students' understanding and everyday
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behaviors, such as cheating, lack of discipline, or lack of consistency in applying
the values of trust and justice.

In addition, some teachers still teach normatively and memorized, making it
difficult to associate Islamic spiritual values with concrete social issues,
including anti-corruption practices. The curriculum has also not been
systematically designed for anti-corruption education, and the evaluation of
students' character is still limited to the cognitive aspect, with no clear
indicators to measure real behavior. This condition shows that anti-corruption
education based on Islamic spiritual values has not been integrated consistently
and applicatively, so research is needed to fill the gap.

From this gap, this research offers a new contribution in the form of a holistic
and contextual, integrative model of anti-corruption education. Islamic spiritual
values through the approach of values, exemplary stories (uswah), and
habituation of worship, so that students not only understand but also practice
moral values in real behavior. Teacher role model as a role model who guides
students through real practices and school culture, Systematic and
comprehensive character evaluation, assessing the internalization of values in
student behavior, not just cognitive aspects and Collaboration between
teachers, parents, and communities, to ensure spiritual values can be applied
consistently in students' daily lives.

This research was carried out because of the importance of forming anti-
corruption character in students through strengthening Islamic spiritual values
from an early age. The phenomenon found shows that although the values of
honesty, trust, and responsibility have been taught in the learning of Islamic
Religious Education, their implementation in students' daily behavior is still not
optimal. This condition shows that there is a gap between cognitive
understanding and the practice of values in real life, so this research is
important to be carried out as an effort to find a more contextual and applicable
model of anti-corruption education in the madrasah environment.

This study aims to analyze the implementation of anti-corruption education
in building students' self-integrity through the perspective of Islamic spiritual
values in the subject of Moral Faith at MAN 2 Sungai Penuh and find out its
implications on the formation of students' character. This research uses the
theory of character education and the internalization of Islamic spiritual values
which emphasizes habituation, example, and strengthening moral values in the

learning process.
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To obtain valid data, the researcher used source triangulation techniques and
triangulation techniques through observation and interviews. Data analysis is
carried out through the stages of data reduction, data presentation, and
conclusion drawing so that the validity of the data can be tested systematically.
Thus, this research not only makes a theoretical contribution to the
development of anti-corruption education studies based on Islamic spiritual
values, but also makes a practical contribution to religious-based schools in
building the character of students who are honest, trustworthy, and with

integrity in a sustainable manner.

Research Method

This research uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive type of field
research. This approach is used to understand in depth the implementation of
anti-corruption education in building students' self-integrity through the
perspective of Islamic spiritual values in the subject of Moral Faith at MAN 2
Sungai Penuh In this study, the researcher plays the role of the main
instrument supported by observation guidelines, interview guidelines, and
documentation.

The selection of informants was carried out purposively to ensure the
accuracy of the data, which included madrasah leaders with the initials AS,
teachers of the Akidah Akhlak subject with the initials BY, and student
representatives with the initials RA and SN. The informant was chosen
because he was considered to have relevant information and directly
understood the implementation of anti-corruption education in the madrasah
environment.

Data collection techniques were carried out through observation,
interviews, and documentation. Observation was conducted directly in the
field, in which the researcher recorded the learning process, teacher-student
interaction, and student behavior related to the application of honesty, trust,
and responsibility values in the school environment as they actually occurred,
without treating the field notes as quoted material. Interviews were conducted
using a semi-structured, in-depth interview format: the researcher followed a
set of guiding questions while remaining flexible enough to probe emerging
themes, allowing informants to elaborate freely and enabling the researcher to
build rapport and obtain richer, more contextual information than a fully

structured interview would allow. In-depth interviews were conducted with
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the madrasah leader, the Akidah Akhlak teacher, and students to obtain
information about the implementation of anti-corruption education and its
impact on students' personal integrity.

Data analysis is carried out in stages through data reduction, data
presentation, and conclusion drawn. At the data reduction stage, the
researcher selects and focuses data that is relevant to the research objectives.
Furthermore, the data is presented systematically in the form of a descriptive
description so that it is easy to understand. The last stage is carried out by
drawing conclusions based on research findings that have been thoroughly
analyzed. To test the validity of the data, the researcher uses source
triangulation and triangulation techniques by comparing the results of
observations and interviews so that the data obtained is more valid and

reliable.

Result and Discussion
A. Result

The results of the study show that the implementation of anti-corruption
education at MAN 2 Sungai Penuh is carried out through the integration of
Islamic spiritual values in the learning process of Akidah Akhlak and religious
culture of the school. Values such as shiddiq (honesty), amanah (responsibility),
and adl (justice) are instilled through learning activities, habituation of
attitudes, teacher examples, and religious activities that are carried out
regularly in the madrasah environment (Syahrizal et al., 2024).

Based on the results of observations, the Akidah Akhlak teacher not only
conveys the material theoretically, but also relates it to the daily life of students.
In the learning process, teachers provide examples of simple anti-corruption
behavior, such as the importance of being honest, not cheating during exams,
time discipline, and maintaining trust in carrying out school assignments. In
addition, teachers also use the discussion method to invite students to
understand the impact of dishonest behavior on themselves and the social
environment.

The results of the interview with the teacher of the Akidah Akhlak subject
with the initials BY show that the cultivation of anti-corruption values is carried
out through a habituation and example approach. As BY explained, "Through
the Love-Based Curriculum, we apply a humanistic approach grounded in

affection and appreciation. In the Akidah Akhlak class, when a student is brave
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enough to admit a mistake, we do not judge them right away. Instead, we give
appreciation it could be praise or two thumbs up in front of their classmates.
This is important to build their confidence that honesty is noble, so that honesty
becomes embedded as part of their identity" (BY, interview, MAN 2 Sungai
Penuh, April 20, 2026). Teachers try to instill an understanding that corrupt
behavior is a form of moral deviance that is contrary to Islamic teachings. In
learning, students are directed to understand that honesty and trust are not
only social obligations, but also a form of responsibility to Allah SWT (Saadah
et al., 2025).

Meanwhile, the results of interviews with madrasah leaders with the initials
AS show that the school supports the implementation of anti-corruption
education through various programs to build the school's character and
religious culture. As AS put it, "Our main foundation is the restoration of fitrah.
We instill religious values not merely as rote memorization, but as the primary
asset for giving students an internal moral defense.

We want to build an inner awareness so that students avoid cheating out of
fear of sin and a desire for Allah's pleasure, not merely out of fear of physical
supervision. In addition, every Friday we hold a routine Yasin recitation as a
form of spiritual literacy, which both improves students' Qur'an-reading
competence and strengthens their inner conscience as a natural filter against
dishonest intentions" (AS, interview, MAN 2 Sungai Penuh, April 20, 2026).
This form of support is manifested through the habit of congregational prayers,
routine religious activities, strengthening discipline, and the implementation of
school rules that emphasize the importance of honesty and student
responsibility.

The implementation of anti-corruption education based on Islamic spiritual
values has a positive impact on the formation of students' self-integrity (Putra
et al., 2025). Based on the results of observation, students began to show more
disciplined, responsible, and honest behavior changes in daily activities in the
school environment. The practice of cheating as exams begin to decrease and
students look more independent in completing assignments.

The results of interviews with students with the initials RA show that
learning Akidah Akhlak makes students better understand the importance of
maintaining honesty in daily life. As RA shared, "We feel valued. In the past,
making a mistake felt terrifying, but with the teachers' current approach, when

we honestly admit our mistakes, we are talked to kindly. That makes us
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reluctant to lie again" (RA, interview, MAN 2 Sungai Penuh, April 20, 2026).
Students realize that dishonest behavior is not only detrimental to others, but
also contrary to the religious values that have been learned.

In addition, students with the initials SN said that getting used to the value
of trust at school helps students be more responsible for school assignments and
rules. As SN put it, "Having CCTV makes us more aware of the need to always
be orderly. But because we have already been taught honesty from the heart,
over time, whether or not the CCTV is there, we still try to be honest" (SN,
interview, MAN 2 Sungai Penuh, April 20, 2026). Spiritual awareness built
through religious activities also encourages students to be more careful in
acting and behaving (Muaini, 2025).

The results of the observation also show that the school has various character
development programs that support the formation of students' anti-corruption
attitudes, such as routine religious activities, discipline coaching, and
strengthening school discipline. The program helps create an educational
environment that supports the internalization of the values of honesty, trust,
and responsibility.

Although the implementation of anti-corruption education has shown
positive results, this study also found several obstacles in the implementation
process. Based on the results of observations, some students still understand the
value of anti-corruption as limited to learning theory and are not fully able to
implement it consistently in daily life. The results of the interview with the
Akidah Akhlak teacher show that one of the main obstacles is the limited
understanding of students about the relationship between Islamic spiritual
values and anti-corruption practices in social life. In addition, learning
evaluation still focuses more on cognitive aspects than assessment of students'
attitudes and behaviors.

The madrasah leader also explained that the formation of anti-corruption
character requires a continuous process and support from various parties,
including families and the community. Therefore, schools strive to strengthen
cooperation between teachers, parents, and the school environment in shaping
the character of students with integrity.

B. Discussion

The results of the study show that the implementation of anti-corruption

education through the perspective of Islamic spiritual values has an important

role in building students' self-integrity. The integration of the values of honesty,
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trust, and responsibility in learning Akidah Akhlak helps students understand
that anti-corruption behavior is not only related to social rules, but also related
to moral and spiritual values (Wibawa et al., 2021).

The findings of this study show that teacher exemplary is an important factor
in the process of internalizing anti-corruption values. Teachers not only
function as conveyors of learning materials, but also as exemplary figures who
provide real examples in discipline, honesty, and responsibility. This example
helps students more easily understand and apply moral values in their daily
lives. In addition, the school's religious culture also plays a role in
strengthening the formation of students' character. Religious activities that are
carried out regularly are able to build students' spiritual awareness and self-
control, thereby encouraging the formation of more honest and responsible
behavior (Handoko, 2023).

However, this study also shows that the implementation of anti-corruption
education still faces several challenges, especially in the aspect of evaluating
students' character. Learning assessments, which are still dominant in the
cognitive aspect, cause the development of students' attitudes and behaviors to
not be optimally measured. Therefore, a more comprehensive and character-
oriented evaluation model is needed.

Overall, the implementation of anti-corruption education based on Islamic
spiritual values in the subject of Moral Faith at MAN 2 Sungai Penuh shows
that religious learning can be an effective means in shaping the character of
students who are honest, trustworthy, disciplined, and responsible. With a
contextual and sustainable approach, anti-corruption education can help build a
generation that has self-integrity and is able to reject corrupt behavior in daily
life (Nuruddin et al., 2024).

Conclusion

Based on the results of the research, the implementation of anti-corruption
education through the perspective of Islamic spiritual values in the subject of
Moral Faith at MAN 2 Sungai TFull is carried out through the integration of
the values of honesty, trust, responsibility, and justice in the learning process
and religious culture of the school. The implementation is realized through the
example of teachers, habituation of positive attitudes, routine religious
activities, strengthening discipline, and the implementation of school

discipline that supports the formation of student character.
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The results of the study show that anti-corruption education based on
Islamic spiritual values has a positive impact on students' personal integrity.
Students begin to show more honest, disciplined, responsible behavior, and
have moral and spiritual awareness in their daily lives. Learning Akidah
Akhlak not only helps students understand the concept of anti-corruption
theoretically, but also encourages the internalization of these values in real
behavior.

However, the implementation of anti-corruption education still faces
several obstacles, such as students who understand the value of anti-
corruption only in theory and learning evaluations that still focus more on
cognitive aspects than attitude and behavior assessments. Therefore, it is
necessary to strengthen character evaluation, improve teacher competence,
and cooperate between schools, families, and the community so that anti-
corruption education based on Islamic spiritual values can be applied more
effectively and sustainably in building students' integrity.
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