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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine the role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in

addressing moral crises by internalizing the values of trust and honesty as an
anti-corruption effort. The background of this research is the limited
application of moral values in students' lives and the lack of optimal
integration of anti-corruption education into PAI learning. This research uses a
qualitative approach with a literature review type that focuses on the analysis
of previous research in the form of journals and scientific articles in the last
five years. Data collection techniques are carried out through documentation
studies, while data analysis uses descriptive techniques by studying, grouping,
and interpreting findings from various studies. The results of the study show
that PAI has a strategic role in instilling the value of trust and honesty, but its
implementation still faces obstacles such as learning approaches that tend to be
theoretical, a lack of habituation, and the systematic integration of anti-
corruption education in the curriculum. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen
a more contextual and sustainable learning strategy so that these values can be
internalized in real life in students' lives.
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Introduction
From an Islamic perspective, corruption is an act that is expressly contrary to

the principles of justice (‘adl) and trust(Rois & Ginoga, 2026). Islamic education
plays an important role in shaping the integrity of the younger generation. The
values of honesty, justice, trust, and responsibility are the moral basis for
rejecting corruption and building character with integrity. (Riza, 2024). The
biggest challenge in the formation of anti-corruption character is the existence
of a permissive culture in society that sometimes considers the practice of
cheating as commonplace. (Pendidikan & Islam, 2025) The strategic education
approach to implementing PAK is a formal, structured approach, with
elementary, junior high, high school, and tertiary levels. (Yuliani & Muslim,
2024). Anti-corruption education through education is considered more
effective because education is a process of forming and changing a person's
mental attitude. (Cahyani et al., 2024). Educators who integrate anti-corruption
values in schools can increase students' moral awareness and sensitivity to
dishonesty. (Muhammad et al., 2024). Indonesia is heading towards the peak of
world civilization, so character education is very important. Only a nation with
strong character is able to face global challenges and fight entrenched
corruption. (Muhammad et al.,, 2024). Eradication of corruption needs to be
made a top priority that is carried out in a planned and sustainable manner by
all elements of society, including in the university environment. (Stevani
Oktavia, Ade Irma Ardinur, 2025). In an Islamic perspective, corruption is
contrary to the values of justice and trust, so education plays an important role
in instilling honesty and responsibility. However, permissive culture is still a
challenge, so anti-corruption education needs to be applied in a structured
manner so that these values are truly embedded in the younger generation.
Anti-corruption education in PAI learning emphasizes the understanding of
religious teachings that are integrated with anti-corruption values. (Sinulingga
et al., 2023). Islamic religious education is believed to play an important role in
shaping the anti-corruption character in the younger generation. (Kurniawan,
2025). Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a very strong foundation of values
in shaping the character of students, especially in efforts to prevent corruption
from an early age. (Nurhanudin et al.,, 2025). It is important to teach anti-
corruption education to students so that they have a strong value base, so that
they avoid corrupt practices in the future. (Kurniawan, 2025). Corruption in

education is influenced by political favoritism, lack of openness, and a deep-
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rooted, unethical culture. (Basiroh et al., 2025). Pendidikan harus membentuk
kesadaran sosial, penalaran objektif, dan tanggung jawab moral-spiritual
berbasis nilai keagamaan untuk mendorong perilaku antikorupsi (Hilmin
Hilmin & Dwi Noviani, 2023). Anti-corruption education is an important effort
to prevent corruption in the future. (Kurniawan, 2025). Anti-corruption
education in PAI learning emphasizes the understanding of religious teachings
that are integrated with the values of honesty and responsibility, because PAI
has a strong foundation in forming anti-corruption characters from an early
age. This is important considering that corrupt practices are also influenced by
unethical culture and lack of transparency, so education needs to build moral,
social, and spiritual awareness so that students have strong values to reject
corrupt behavior in the future.

In Indonesia, the eradication of corruption is carried out through laws and
policies, as well as strengthened through the Independent Curriculum, which
encourages the cultivation of the values of honesty, responsibility, and integrity
in learning. (Kholid et al., 2025). Islamic Religious Education (PAI) teachers play
a strategic role in instilling anti-corruption values sourced from Islamic
teachings. (Kamil et al.,, 2025). This integration is not only through formal
teaching materials, but also through real practices such as school culture,
religious activities, and learning projects that sustainably instill integrity.
(Nuraisyah, 2024). The action includes anti-corruption suggestion boxes, honest
canteen supervision, and digital campaigns, supported by cross-disciplinary
teams through curriculum design and character learning, then strengthened by
mentoring and the formation of School Integrity Ambassadors (Eko Handoyo,
Wasino, 2025), (Kurniawanto, 2025).

Many schools have successfully implemented this integration and have
shown improved student behavior and achievement (Nelma Elpayuni, Tin
Amalia Fitri, 2024). In Indonesia, the eradication of corruption is also
strengthened through education, especially through the Independent
Curriculum, which instills the values of honesty and integrity. PAI teachers
play an important role in integrating these values through learning and real
practice in schools, supported by programs such as the Honest Canteen and
Integrity Ambassadors, which have been proven to be able to improve student
behavior and achievement.

Religious teachers play a role in instilling honesty, responsibility, and
integrity, both through learning and example. (Nurhabibi & Dkk, 2024). Islamic
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Religious Education (PAI) teachers have a very strategic position in instilling
anti-corruption values because they not only play a role as material presenters,
but also as role models that directly show honest and trustworthy behavior in
daily life, so that students can imitate and internalize these values in real life;
This is in line with various studies that affirm that teacher role models are the
key to building integrity characters, especially through the integration of the
values of honesty, responsibility, and trust in contextual and sustainable PAI
learning. (Hafis et al., 2025), (Rohani & Arifin, 2025), (Sangka et al., 2025),
(Nurhanudin et al., 2025), (Kesuma et al.,, 2025), (Yuliani & Muslim, 2024).
Religious teachers play an important role in instilling honesty, responsibility,
and integrity, both through learning and example, so that these values are
easier to apply in daily life.

Contextual approaches, problem-based learning, and value habituation
strengthen internalization because they connect the material to the real
experiences of learners (Arisinah, Renita, Tohariah, Kartini Asmaul Husna,
2023). Meanwhile, the application of problem-based learning encourages students
to think critically and be directly involved in solving problems that are close to
social life, so that the values learned are not only understood, but also reflected
on more deeply (Lestari et al., 2025).

On the other hand, habituating values accompanied by example in learning
strengthens character formation because it is done repeatedly and consistently
in daily life (Ainil Yaqginah, 2025). In addition, various studies show that the
internalization of values becomes more effective when integrated into various
subjects and supported by systematically planned character education
management (Ahmad Farid, 2021).

In addition, strengthening the internalization of values can also be done
through thematic and integrative approaches that do not separate cognitive and
affective aspects. (Fauyan & Wati, 2021). In fact, the application of project-based
learning models and hands-on experience also makes an important contribution
to instilling value because it involves the active participation of students in real
situations. (Kuliah Moderasi Beragama Ma et al., 2024). So, overall, the
combination of these approaches is a relevant and effective strategy in
internalizing values in a sustainable manner in students. (Fitri Kurniawati &
Peni Susapti, 2025). Contextual approaches, problem-based learning, and value
habituation make internalization stronger because it relates material to

students' real experiences, encourage critical thinking, and build character
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through consistent practice. Cross-subject integration, thematic approaches, and
project-based learning also reinforce this process, so that values are not only
understood but actually applied in everyday life.

PAI learning is effective in instilling character values and is getting stronger
with the support of digital technology, although it is still constrained by
infrastructure, digital literacy, and the influence of social media (Fahroji, 2025),
(Samsudin et al., 2025), (Fahmi et al., 2022), (Maulana et al., 2025). One of the
causes of students' low understanding and interest in the concept of trust and
honesty is that learning methods are less interesting and tend to be theoretical,
so it is easy to cause boredom, especially when literacy skills are still limited,
and the availability of learning resources is inadequate.(Sari, Selly Mayang,
2025),(Thoriq Al-Ziyad Hasan & Ramli, 2023), (Maulida & Suprapto, 2025),
(Hikdawati et al., 2024).

PAI learning is quite effective in instilling character values and is getting
stronger with the support of digital technology, although it is still constrained
by infrastructure, digital literacy, and the influence of social media. On the
other hand, students' low understanding and interest in the value of trust and
honesty are also influenced by learning methods that are less interesting and
tend to be theoretical, so that it is easy to cause boredom, especially if literacy
skills and the availability of learning resources are still limited.

Although the value of trust and honesty has been taught in the learning of
Islamic Religious Education, in practice, many students have not been able to
apply it in their daily lives, including in anti-corruption attitudes. which shows
that there is a distance between understanding and behavior, because it is not
enough to instill value only through material, but it needs habituation, example,
and environmental support to be truly inherent; (Novir & Muh Sholeh, 2025),
(Kamaludin & Rizal, 2025), (Amanah et al., 2023), (Rahmat, 2024), (Marlina et
al., 2024), (Abdulloh, 2024). Although the values of trust and honesty have been
taught in PAI learning, in practice, many students have not been able to apply
them in their daily lives, including in anti-corruption attitudes, which shows
that there is a distance between understanding and behavior because it is not
enough to instill values only through materials, but also needs habituation,
example, and environmental support to be truly attached.

Anti-corruption material in PAI learning in many schools is still not
systematically compiled in the curriculum, so it is often not really the focus in

strengthening character education. In addition, the application of anti-
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corruption values in PAI is still often carried out incidentally and has not been
planned continuously in learning. (Rohani & Arifin, 2025). The integration of
anti-corruption education with character education has also not been fully a
priority that is carried out optimally at the school level. In practice, anti-
corruption education is still often seen as a complement, not yet a core part of
learning PAI values. (Yuliani & Muslim, 2024).

Conceptually, anti-corruption values such as honesty and trust are in line
with the teachings of PAI, but have not been fully designed systematically in
learning. (Nurhanudin et al., 2025). Conceptually, anti-corruption values such
as honesty and trust are in line with the teachings of PAI, but have not been
fully designed systematically in learning. Efforts to include anti-corruption
education in the PAI curriculum are still constrained in formulating clearly
integrated competencies and materials. (Mumtahanah & Suyuthi, 2021). This
shows that the anti-corruption-based PAI learning design still needs to be
strengthened to be more targeted and not just normative. Thus, it is necessary
to develop a more systematic curriculum and learning strategies so that anti-
corruption values really become the main part of character education through
PAI (Nuruddin, M. Asifa Nur Fauzi, 2024).

Based on this description, our interest in studying the theme "The Role of
Islamic Religious Education in Answering the Moral Crisis: Internalizing the
Value of Trust and Honesty as an Anti-Corruption Effort" departs from the
existence of a research gap between the learning of Islamic Religious Education
which is normatively loaded with moral and religious values and the reality in
the field which shows that dishonest behavior and low integrity are still often
found in the educational environment and community. So far, PAI learning has
emphasized more on cognitive aspects and theory delivery, while the process of
internalizing the value of trust and honesty in students' real behavior has not
been running optimally.

In addition, studies on anti-corruption education in PAI generally still
discuss concepts in general and have not studied much how the values of trust
and honesty can be systematically integrated in learning as a preventive
strategy against corrupt behavior from an early age. In fact, the value of trust
and honesty is an important part of Islamic teachings, which have strong
relevance in building anti-corruption character in students.

In addition, studies on anti-corruption education in PAI generally still

discuss concepts in general and have not studied much how the values of trust
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and honesty can be systematically integrated in learning as a preventive
strategy against corrupt behavior from an early age. In fact, the value of trust
and honesty is an important part of Islamic teachings, which have strong

relevance in building anti-corruption character in students.

Research Methods
This research uses a qualitative approach in library research. The qualitative

approach was chosen because this research aims to understand and describe in
depth the role of Islamic Religious Education in answering moral crises through
the internalization of trust and honesty values as an anti-corruption effort.
Literature research is carried out by examining various relevant scientific
sources, such as journal articles, proceedings, and other scientific works related
to character education, anti-corruption education, trust values, honesty, and
Islamic Religious Education. This research is descriptive-analytical because it
not only collects data, but also analyzes and interprets the content of various
literature used.

The population in this study is all scientific literature that discusses Islamic
Religious Education, character education, internalization of trust and honesty
values, and anti-corruption education published from 2020 to 2025. The
sampling technique uses purposive sampling, which is the deliberate selection of
data sources based on suitability with the focus of the research. This study uses
25 sources of scientific literature, consisting of 20 journal articles as the main
source and 5 supporting sources in the form of proceedings, scientific books,
and other academic articles. The selected sources are relevant, credible, and
directly related to the research theme.

The data collection technique was carried out through documentation
studies and literature studies. The researcher collected various scientific sources
from academic databases such as Google Scholar, Garuda, and SINTA. The data
collection process is carried out by identifying relevant sources, selecting
literature based on research criteria, reading and understanding the content of
sources in depth, and then recording important data related to the focus of the
research.

The data analysis technique used is content analysis. The analysis was carried
out by systematically examining the content of the literature to find concepts,
patterns, and relationships related to the internalization of the value of trust

and honesty in Islamic Religious Education as an anti-corruption effort. The
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stages of data analysis include data reduction, data presentation, and
conclusion. Data reduction is carried out by selecting data that is relevant to the
focus of the research, and then the data is presented based on certain themes to
make it easier to understand. Furthermore, the researcher draws conclusions
based on the results of the interpretation of the data that has been analyzed. To
maintain the validity of the data, this study uses source triangulation by
comparing various research results and opinions from different literature

sources so that more objective and reliable data are obtained.

Results and Discussion
A. The Role of Islamic Religious Education in Instilling the Value of Trust

and Honesty

Schools play a very important role in the implementation of anti-corruption
education, especially in encouraging students to behave that rejects corruption.
Anti-corruption education has been introduced at the elementary school level in
various countries, including Africa, Asia, the United States, Europe, and other
Asian regions. Anti-corruption programs have also been carried out through
the establishment of international collaborations. With the help of China Online,
all students at every level of primary education receive lessons on anti-
corruption, aiming to prepare them to be protected from the threat of
corruption. This is one example of how education about corruption is carried
out in China. In a broader perspective, the younger generation in China can
protect themselves from rising corruption cases. (Sinulingga et al., 2023)

Anti-corruption education is understood as learning that prioritizes the right
culture, aiming to invite students to recognize new mindsets and values.
(Suhandi & Agustin, 2023). Anti-corruption education, seen from the
perspective of understanding moral issues with a more comprehensive and
characterful approach, will generate new insights into the concept of anti-
corruption education as a unique and identified learning platform. (Dewi,
2022).

Character education needs to be applied and subsequently incorporated in
campus life, both in teaching in the classroom and outside the classroom
(Burhanudin, 2022). Education that rejects corruption is not only applied in
universities, but also in all educational strata, such as elementary, junior high,
and high school. In higher education, education against corruption aims to

instill anti-corruption principles, as well as understand the dynamics of
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corruption and ways to combat corrupt practices in the surrounding
environment (Karim, 2024). Universities play a crucial role in the
implementation of education that focuses on honesty and anti-corruption. This
institution functions as an intellectual center for students, a forum to create
character and personality, and is able to instill anti-corruption mindsets,
attitudes, and behaviors through learning activities in the classroom (Alfianus
& Kusnanto, 2024). Through Anti-Corruption education, students in Indonesia
can be the spearhead in efforts to fight corruption in the country (Surbakti &
Surbakti, 2021).

The purpose of the anti-corruption education course is to form a character
that opposes corruption in students, as well as to develop their abilities and
dedication as agents of change in society, the nation, and the state. (Aziza &
Dedi, 2022). To build a culture that rejects corruption in the university
environment, several leadership approaches can be used, such as maximizing
the implementation of the Tri Dharma, character development, and acting as a
center for empowerment and anti-corruption education for the community that
involves the public at large in areas that are vulnerable to corrupt practices.
(Candra, 2023).

Education that opposes corruption not only provides an important influence
on the knowledge of the younger generation, but furthermore, this education is
also believed to change everyone's way of thinking, outlook on life, and
behavior in implementing a positive way of life. (Disyahputra, 2023). Referring
to the Teaching of anti-corruption students is given in the form of stand-alone
courses with a load of 2 credits or integrated in the Pancasila or Civics
Education course. Therefore, the introduction of Anti-Corruption Education to
high school students or equivalent must be carried out in the form of separate
lessons. (Uttamo & Zainuddin, 2023).

We can realize together that we can form a group that looks out for each
other to encourage honesty. The importance of transparency and openness is
the first step that can be applied in various activities on campus or in schools,
such as organizations, extracurriculars, and others, that can encourage the spirit
of anti-corruption to continue. The first steps in implementing anti-corruption
education include: Being an example, increasing awareness and understanding,
the existence of courses on anti-corruption education, Openness and
transparency (Hidayah & Kuswandi, 2024). The involvement of students in

efforts to fight corruption does not only dwell on legal actions that are the
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responsibility of law enforcement agencies. Student participation is expected to
be more directed towards measures to prevent corruption by helping to form an
anti-corruption culture among the community (Putra, 2024).

Students function as movers, agents of transformation, and components in
society that will be the foundation for continuing the nation's ideals. Regarding
efforts to eradicate corruption, the role of students is very crucial. The
contribution of students in the movement against corruption is due to the
characteristics possessed by students, such as high intelligence, youthful spirit,
and strong ideals. (Nyoman & Permatasari, 2022). After students understand
the role of students, they should be able to implement anti-corruption education
around them. (S. Aulia et al., 2024).

B. Internalizing the Value of Trust and Honesty as an Anti-Corruption
Effort

Internalizing Pancasila values as a cultural strategy to build a culture that
opposes corruption in the campus environment. requires concrete,
multidimensional, and systemic implementation. The most regular process to
internalize Pancasila values is carried out through integration in the
curriculum, both in compulsory subjects such as Pancasila and Citizenship
Education (PPKn) and in thematic subjects such as Anti-Corruption Education
(PAK) (Hasan, 2025). PAI teachers often emphasize that cheating on exams is
not allowed. The teacher even made a strict rule that any condition would be
punished.

This creates a culture where students are ashamed to cheat. Trust is very
important, along with honesty. PAI teachers set a real example in maintaining
trust, such as being on time in teaching, keeping promises, and being consistent
with what is conveyed, setting an example for students (Pendidikan & Islam,
2025). With the character of honesty, a person can be brave, sturdy, and not
hesitate. In addition, honesty can also shape the firmness of the stance, the
strength of the heart, and the clarity of the problems faced by a person. (Surya
& Rofiq, 2021).

Table 1:
Phases of the Character Building Curriculum in Higher Education

Fase Subjek Purpose
Character Student level | Learn how to be honest, disciplined,
Cultivation I responsible, caring, adaptive, and
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tolerant in self-development in a

dormitory and/or campus environment.

Character Student level | They are taught attitudes, behaviors,
Growth I honesty, discipline, trust in duties and
responsibilities, confidence, cooperation,
good communication skills, and concern

for themselves and others in the campus

environment.
Character Student level | develop an  understanding  and
Development | III habituation of honest, disciplined, and

responsible attitudes, behaviors, and
traits; ability to solve problems; and the
ability to lead, be responsive, and care
for oneself and others in the campus

environment and community.

Character Student level | develop an  understanding  and
Maturation 111 habituation of  honest attitudes,
behaviors, and traits, discipline,
responsibility, and exemplary spirit, as
well as fostering maturity of thinking
and concern in the campus environment,
workplace, and society.

Source :(Budiman et al., 2025)

One way to integrate Islamic values into Anti-Corruption Education is

through the learning curriculum.(Mulianah & Taqiuddin, 2023). At the junior
high school level, anti-corruption education is generally still limited to PPKn
subjects that focus on cultivating honest character, while integration in other
subjects is still not optimal. (Prasetyowati et al., 2022). In fact, the formation of
anti-corruption character needs to be instilled from an early age by parents and
teachers so that these values are firmly attached to adult students. (Yusmaliana
et al., 2022). Efforts to prevent corruption through education and the application
of integrity principles are also considered to be able to reduce corrupt behavior
in society. (Hapsari et al., 2021).

In addition, the formation of the integrity of the younger generation can be
strengthened through active and participatory learning, such as case studies,

group discussions, and project-based learning, which help students understand
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the problem of corruption more deeply while training critical thinking skills on
various social problems. (D. Aulia et al., 2026). In the context of anti-corruption
education, the value of group responsibility is also important to be instilled,
because each group member is required to complete tasks according to their
roles and obligations, work together effectively, support each other, and share
responsibilities for the achievement of common goals. (Warahmah et al., 2023).

Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that Islamic Religious
Education (PAI) has a strategic role in instilling the value of trust and honesty
as an effort to build anti-corruption character in students through teacher
examples, integration of anti-corruption education in the curriculum,
habituation of school culture, and the application of contextual and
participatory learning that can strengthen students' honesty, responsibility, and
integrity. In addition, the use of digital technology in learning also provides
opportunities to increase student involvement in the internalization process of
values.

However, its implementation still faces various challenges, such as learning
that tends to be theoretical, low literacy of students, limited learning resources,
a lack of optimal integration of the anti-corruption curriculum, and the
influence of the social environment and digital media that are not supportive.
Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the synergy between education,
character habituation, the use of technology, and Islamic values so that the
internalization of the values of trust and honesty can take place more
effectively, directed, and sustainable in forming a generation with integrity and

anti-corruption.

Conclusion
Based on the results of the research, Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a

strategic role in answering moral crises through the internalization of trust and
honesty values as an anti-corruption effort. These values can be instilled
through the learning process, teacher examples, habituation in the school
environment, and the integration of anti-corruption education in contextual and
sustainable learning activities. PAI not only functions as a delivery of religious
materials, but also as a means of forming the character of students so that they
have integrity, responsibility, and moral awareness in daily life.

The results of the study also show that the implementation of anti-corruption

education in PAI learning still faces various obstacles, such as a theoretical
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learning approach, a lack of value habituation in real practice, and the
systematic integration of anti-corruption materials into the curriculum. In
addition, limited literacy, less attractive learning methods, and the influence of
the outside environment also affect the process of internalizing the value of
trust and honesty in students.

Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen a more innovative, contextual, and
participatory PAI learning strategy through a problem-based learning
approach, project-based learning, the use of digital technology, and the
strengthening of a school culture that supports integrity values. Thus, the
internalization of the value of trust and honesty is not only understood
theoretically, but also able to be applied in real terms in the behavior of

students as a form of prevention of corruption from an early age.
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